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SUBJECT: SITUATION IN UNITA-HELD TERRITORY OF ANGOLA 

1 . UNITA CHARTER PLANE MADE TWO ROUND TRIPS BETWEEN HUAMBO 
AND LUSAKA JAN 14/15 RETURNING DOEZEN OR SO FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS 
WHO HAD SPENT PAST TEN DAYS INSIDE UNITA-HELD TERRITORY. PRESS 
HAD BEEN CONDUCTED BY UNITA MILITARY COMMANDER SAMUEL 
CHIWALE ON EXTENSIVE TOUR WHICH INCLUDED VISITS TO LUSO, RIDE 
ON BENGUELA RAILWAY EASTWARDS TO LUMEJE, AND TRAVEL AS FAR 
SOUTH AS GAGO COUTINHO. PRESS WAS NOT TAKEN THIS TIME TO 
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OF THESE RETURNING JOURNALISTS, INCLUDING HILKINSON OF UPI, 

LAMBERT OF L.A. TIMES, AND NORTHROP OF WALL STREET JOURNAL, 

WE DISTILLED FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS: 

(A) NEWSMEN WERE FAVORABLY IMPRESSED WITH HIGH MORALE AND 
DEGREE OF POPULAR SUPPORT FOR SAVIMBI WHICH THEY OBSERVED IN 
UNITA TERRITORIES. THEY HAD FEELING THIS SUPPORT IS GENUINE 
AND THAT THEY WERE NOT 

JUST BEING ROUTED THROUGH "POTEMKIN 

VILLAGES." SOME ALSO COMMENTED APPROVINGLY ON DEGREE OF 
POLITICAL AND MILITARY ORGANIZATION EXHIBITED BY UNITA CADRES 
WITH WHICH THEY CAME IN CONTACT. ALL PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED 
WITH POPULARITY AND CAPABILITY OF CHIWALE. 

(B) SOUTH AFRICAN PRESENCE WAS NOTICEABLE AND IN SOME AREAS 
HEAVY. UNITA MILITARY PERSONNEL MADE NO BONES ABOUT THEIR 
COOPERATION AND EVEN FRATERNIZATION WITH SOUTH AFRICAN MILITARY 
PERSONNEL, SHOWING NEWSMEN CANDID SNAPSHOTS OF UNITA AND 
SOUTH AFRICAN SOLDIERS POSING TOGETHER. AT ONE POINT SOUTH 
AFRICAN TROOPS, DISTINGUISHED BY DISTINCTIVE BROWN UNIFORMS, 

WERE SEEN GUARDING OR EXAMINING A RAILREAD BRIDGE. REPORTERS 
DID HAVE IMPRESSION THAT UNITA CONDUCTORS DELIBERATELY 
SOUGHT STEER THEM AWAY FROM SOUTH AFRICANS. IN ONE CASE 

US TV CAMERAMAN (BRANNIGAN OF ABC-TV) WHO HAD FILMED PASSING 
SOUTH AFRICAN MILITARY CONVOY WAS LATER VISITED IN HOTEL ROOM 
BY UNITA OFFICIALS WHO CONFISCATED FILM. 

(C) NEWSMEN PERMITTED MEET THREE CUBAN PRISONERS OF WAR BUT 
NEITHER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY SOVIETS HAVING BEEN KILLED OR 
CAPTURED BY ANTI-MPLA TROOPS. 

2. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. TIMES OF ZAMBIA JANUARY 16 PUBLISHED 
REPORT BY ITS REPORTER TREVOR GRUNDY JUST BACK FROM ANGOLA. 
GRUNDY CONCLUDES MPLA AND UNITA ARE PREPARING FOR BITTER AND 
CRUCIAL MILITARY 

CONFRONTATION THAT MIGHT DECIDE FUTURE OF ANGOLA. 

ONE THOUSAND HEAVILY ARMED MPLA TROOPS, BACKED BY 500 CUBANS 
WITH SOVIET ADVISORS, ARE ADVANCING TOWARD UNITA-HELD LUSO. 
PRESENCE OF BOTH SAVIMBI AND CHIWALE DEMONSTRATES IMPORTANCE 
UNITA REGARDS COMING BATTLE. GRUNDY QUOTES UNIDENTIFIED "MILITARY 
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SOURCES" AS SAYING UNITA FORCES "WHICH UNDOUBTEDLY 
INCLUDE REGULAR SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS" ARE WELL PREPARED, 

WELL SUPPLIED AND WELL DISCIPLINED FOLLOWING MORE THAN TWO MONTHS 
OF PREPARATION, BUT LACK FIREPOWER EQUIVALENT TO MPLA'S 
122 MM ROCKETS. UNITA WAS ALSO IN PROCESS OF MOVING MEN UP 
PAST LUMEJE TOWARD TEXEIRA DE SOUSA AND WERE LESS THAN 16 KM 
FROM THAT TOWN. ALSO UNITA TROOPS WERE MOVING NORTH ALONG COAST 
FROM NOVA REDONDO TO PORTO AMBOIM. FIGHTING CONTINUED BE 
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HEAVY AROUND MUSSENDE, MIDWAY BETWEEN HUAMBO AND MALANJE. 

GRUNDY NOTES HOWEVER THAT UNITA LEADERS, WHILE EXPRESSING 
CONFIDENCE IN VICTORY, WERE NEVERTHELESS CONCERNED THAT COLLAPSE 
OF FNLA FRONT IN NORTH WOULD PERMIT RELEASE OF ADDITIONAL MPLA 
FORCES TO LUSO OR MALANJE FROM WHENCE THEY COULD THREATEN HUAMBO. 

COMMENT: GRUNDY DOES NOT GIVE DATES HE WAS IN THESE PLACES SO 
INFORMATION IN HIS ARTICLE MAY ALREADY BE OUTDATED AND OVERTAKEN 
BY EVENTS. 

WILKOWSKI 
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